
A copyright is obtained
by the act of creating the
original work. In other
words, when an author

writes down song, makes
that film, or designs

program, write a book or
paper he or she

automatically has the
copyright.  

THERE ARE TWO WAYS THAT
DEAL WITH THIS CONCEPT

#2

Ethical use of
information means
using information

ethically and
properly. 

The term ethics is
defined as “a set of
moral principles”

or “the principles of
conduct governing
an individual or a

group.” 
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It is very important to use otherIt is very important to use otherIt is very important to use other
   

   people's work correctly!people's work correctly!people's work correctly!

WHAT IS ETHICS?

A registered copyright is needed in order to bring legal action
against someone who has used a work without permission.

Another important provision within copyright law is that of fair
use. Fair use is a limitation on copyright law that allows for the
use of protected works without prior authorization in specific

cases.

THE FOLLOWING FOUR FACTORS ARE CONSIDERED WHEN
DETERMINING IF SOMETHING CONSTITUTES FAIR USE:

 

The purpose and character of the
use, including whether such use is

of commercial nature or is for
nonprofit educatIonal purposes

 The nature of the 
copyrighted work

The amount and
substantiality of the

portion used in
relation to the

copyrighted work
as a whole

The effect of the
use upon the

potential market
for, or value of, the
copyrighted work.

WHAT IS MEAN FAIR USE IN EDUCATION?

Using four factors to determine fair use, students and teachers can
get a sense of when it is permissible to use copyrighted works in

their teaching.

 As long as the teacher or student
uses the work solely for education,

this factor weighs in favor of a
finding of fair use.

CHARACTER
OF THE USE:

Use of a factual work in research is
lIkely to be found fair, but even limIted
use of a creatIve work can be fair if all of

the other factors are met.

NATURE OF
THE WORK

If students and teachers only use a small
portion, they should be alright. If entire
works or substantial amounts are copied,

then the use is on shakier ground.

THE AMOUNT
USED

If the students and teachers truly need a
full version of the work and are only

copying to avoid buying a license, then
the use probably isn't fair.

THE EFFECT
ON THE
MARKET

“The European Commission's support for the production of
this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the

contents, which reflect the views only of the authors, and the
Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which

may be made of the information contained therein.”
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